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T his month we'll have a swap meet at our regular meeting. Bring some of your extra gear and
some of those “fishing gifts’ your Aunt gave you for your birthday. Somebody can surly use some of
these treasures and would be willing to trade you for some of their own. Someone might even offer you
aprice you can't refuse for that old bamboo fly rod you' ve been keeping.
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T he ponds and lakes are warming up and it's time for some “bassin” on afly rod.
Our fly this month is a simple deer hair bass popper. Tom Adams personally guarantees that you can tie
this fly, including spinning some deer hair, and he says it will definitely catch some fish. Join the group
this month at Backwoods and get ready for some spring bass fishing with your fly rod.

SPRING BREAK

| had not been on a spring break trip in over twenty years. When | was growing up we never
heard of spring break. We went to school, didn’t even get out for Easter. When my children were young,
spring break was a big deal. We made several trips to Padre Island and later many spring ski flings, and
these were al great times. After the kids left home, it was back to “no spring break” and work. Well this
year my oldest son and | decided we needed a spring break, so we went to Arkansas on afishing trip.

It's been almost three years since | fished in Arkansas. | was shocked at the changes in the White
River and North Fork River near Mountain Home. So much development, so many new vacation and
retirement homes, so many people fishing, and so much silt and moss in the rivers. Also that loveable
old curmudgeon Charlie Cook died and there’s monument to him on the river near his home.

The first day we had Clint Wilkinson (whiteriver-flyfishing.com) as our guide. He put us on alot
of rainbows near the Narrows on the White River. | was up there many years ago when there were
hardly any houses and not many people. Now homes line the riverbank. There is one real nice million-
dollar place that slegps twelve where Clint can get you a good deal for a few nights. That afternoon we
loaded in Clint’s fine fiberglass Jon boat, not one of those old noisy aluminum jobs, and went to Rim
Shoals. The water was low so we ended up wading and casting to brown trout in slow water. | didn’t
know it was possible to get so much fly line on the water in a dead drift and still set a hook, but Clint
showed us how.

We spent the next day on the North Fork fishing in very low water. Size 20 flies, 7X tippet and
some stealth casting from the bank landed enough colorful rainbows to keep the day interesting. That
afternoon (a Tuesday) there were 14 cars at the Handicapped Access. Everyone we talked with lamented
the fishing conditions and devel opment pressure on the North Fork. Since McClellan’sis closed and not
expected to reopen more access points are badly needed along with regulations on bait fishing.

On our last morning we stopped back by Rim Shoals before heading home. The river was up so
we used San Juan worms with lots of weight. We picked up one nice brown trout to end our spring break
trip, and we both decided spring breaks are still a great idea.




